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 A. POLICY: 
 

All CITY OF WEST PALM BEACH Storm Water Drainage personnel 
shall follow the procedures outlined below when scheduling and 
performing dry detention and/or retention inspection/maintenance in 
the City of West Palm Beach 

 
 B. Purpose: 

There are three dry detention systems and five dry retention systems that are part 
of our MS4; they are located as shown on the following map. The areas are to be 
inspected once every three years. 

Dry Detention Systems 
Dreher Park & Francis 26º40’13.95”N 80º04’02.76”W 

Georgia & Gregory South 26º38’43.64”N 80º03’33.29”W 

Georgia & Gregory North 26º38’53.32”N 80º03’32.17”W 
Dry Retention Systems 
City Complex 26º42’11.25”N 80º03’58.43”W 

Andrews Rd. 26º41’16.00”N 80º04’07.67”W 

Phipps Park 26º40’12.13”N 80º03’28.33”W 

Grant St. 26º43’52.46’N 80º03’50.05W 

South Olive Park 26º39’62.23W 80º03’12.65W 

 



 

 
 

 
  
  

     

  C.  Inspections: 
 

1. Established dry detention or retention systems are inspected once 
every three years, using the following Structural Control Inspection 
Form.  In addition, they are observed for problems that may impact 
their functionality whenever they are mowed. 

2. New dry detention or retention systems are inspected annually for 
the first two years of operation.  

3. If chronic problems are identified with a dry detention or retention 
system, it is inspected annually until the problem is resolved (two 
consecutive annual inspections without an issue). 

4. Inspections are conducted close to the storage recovery time of that 
dry detention or retention system (generally 72 hours after a significant 
rainfall event) to verify that the system still functions as intended. 

5. The anticipated inspection schedule follows. 
6. All eight dry areas are inspected annually between the months of 

August and November, during the rainy season. 
 

  D. Maintenance: 
 

There are several maintenance activities that may be associated with a 
dry detention or retention system.  The appropriate activity is chosen to 
correspond to the reported condition.  The following activities may be 
required: 
 
1. Mow grass 
2. Remove trash and debris from system and dispose of properly. 
3. Remove accumulated sediment from the inflow pipe and dispose of 

properly. 
4. Eliminate any mosquito breeding habitats. 
5. Repair any undercutting or piping around inflow structure. 
6. Repair and re-establish any eroded areas on the bottom, side slopes, 

and/or near inflow structure. 
7. Scrape, disc, or otherwise aerate the bottom of the 

detention/retention area to restore the infiltration capacity.  Include 
soil testing, as needed, to verify that the infiltration capacity has been 
restored.  Re-established the surface to its final condition (seed, sod, 
etc...) 



 

 
 

 
  
  

     

 
            E.   Documentation: 
 

The documentation for the inspection and maintenance activities related 
to the dry detention or retention systems is recorded in HiperWeb 
Maintenance System and on the inspection form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
  
  

     

Dry Detention/Retention System – Structural Control Inspection 
 
Facility ID:_________________    Hyper Web W/O#___________  Date: _________________ 

Inspection conducted _______ days/hours after significant rainfall event. 

FUNCTION: 

Wet bottom? YES NO 

Dead or dying vegetation on bottom? YES NO 

Any signs of accumulated sediment? YES NO 

If YES, report to supervisor for further investigation or schedule for maintenance. 

EROSION: 

Vegetation on bottom and side slopes failing? YES NO 

Any signs of erosion? YES NO 

If YES, describe and schedule for maintenance:  

INFLOW STRUCTURE: 

Any signs of erosion? YES NO 

Any signs of structure settling? YES NO 

Any signs of physical damage? YES NO 

Any signs of accumulated sediment? YES NO 

If YES to any of the above, schedule the structure for maintenance. 

Any debris present? YES NO 

If YES, remove debris or schedule for maintenance. 

OUTFLOW STRUCTURE (for Dry Detention systems only): 

Any signs of erosion? YES NO 

Any signs of structure settling? YES NO 

Any signs of physical damage? YES NO 

Any signs of accumulated sediment? YES NO 

If YES to any of the above, schedule the structure for maintenance. 

Any debris present? YES NO 

If YES, remove debris or schedule for maintenance. 

GENERAL: 

Any signs of “excessive petroleum hydrocarbon contamination”? YES NO 

Any indications of illicit discharge or illegal dumping?  YES NO 

If YES, address issue as required. 
 




