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Status of Water Quality Monitoring Plan 

As noted in the approved Assessment Plan, the water quality data being used for the assessment is sourced from 

the Palm Beach County ambient water quality program.  This program has been in place for many years, with 

implementation on-going. 

Discussion of Assessment Program Results 

Summary of WQ monitoring data 

The Town’s monitoring station is located on Ocean Avenue, LWL18, which collects data for the joint program. The 

joint program offers one (1) sampling location within Town limits as shown in Figure 1. The Town has chosen to use 

LWL18 for the Assessment Program as it is assumed that when the tide is running out of the Lake Worth Lagoon, 

the water will run north towards LWL18. Thus, this sampling site should provide more accurate data as to any 

stormwater pollutants specific to the Town of Ocean Ridge’s MS4. The following table identifies this monitoring 

station, along with relevant information about the location. 

 

Figure 1. LWL18 Monitoring Station 



 

Town of Ocean Ridge Pg. 2 

 

 

MS4 Monitoring Stations Table 

Monitoring 

Station 

Number 

Location Description 
Latitude/  

Longitude 
Receiving Water 

Body  

Verified 

Impaired?  

Adopted 

TMDL?  

LWL18 

This former DEP station 

(28010771) is located near 

the Ocean Avenue 

Causeway in the City of 

Boynton Beach, north of 

the Causeway, West of the 

ICWW and East of 

Mangrove Park and 

Boynton Beach Blvd. 

263143.99 / 

800313.2 

 

Lake Worth Lagoon 

(Southern Segment) 

 

Copper 

 

No 

 

 

Lake Worth Lagoon South/Intracoastal Waterway 

Site LWL-18 is located in the Intracoastal Waterway (ICWW), south of the discharge from the C-16 Canal in 

Boynton Beach and represents the southern extents of the ICWW system within Palm Beach County.  It is the 

closest existing ambient water quality station to the City’s discharge into the ICWW.   

The water quality results for the period October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2018, for Site LWL-18 were 

graphed and are provided in Appendix A.  In summary, the water quality trends are as follows: 

 

 

Parameter Trend Comment 

Chlorophyll-a Upward  

Conductivity (salinity) Flat, to slightly upward No limit for this parameter in marine waters. 

Copper, Dissolved No current data Data collection ended in 2012. 

Hardness No data  

Nitrate + Nitrite Slightly downward  

Nitrogen, Total Kjeldahl  Upward  

Nitrogen, Total Upward 
Annual Geometric Mean has remained below 

WQ limit. 

Oxygen, Dissolved Downward Site LWL-18 has no recorded insufficiency. 

pH Upward Values have exceeded upper limit. 

Phosphorus, Total  Upward  

Suspended Solids, Total  Upward No limit for this parameter in marine waters. 

Turbidity Upward No exceedance recorded. 

Zinc, Dissolved No current data Data collection ended in 2012. 
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Summary of pollutant loading changes 

At this time the Town does not have information on the loading contributions for Ocean Ridge into the Lake Worth 

Lagoon South Watershed (LWL-18). The Palm Beach County (PBC) MS4 group will be estimating pollutant loadings 

and reporting the information in the 3rd year report. This information is likely to be provided to the Town of Ocean 

Ridge and documented in the 3rd year report. 

Analysis of Data 

Changes in WQ from previous reporting year(s) 

As the trend graphs in Appendix A indicate, water quality is improving or below the state standard for most of the 

water quality parameters. 

Although Lake Worth Lagoon is listed as impaired for Copper in both the central and south sections, there are no 

identified copper impairments for any of the inflows from the fresh water tributaries. The Copper impairments do 

not appear to be related to stormwater runoff; however, it may be related to the marina boating activities in the 

water body.  

The Town of Ocean Ridge’s stormwater management programs show to be effective in minimizing the impact of 

pollutant loadings onto the Lake Worth Lagoon.  This is supported by the water quality monitoring program (both 

FDEP and the MS4 group information) and pollutant loading information. At this time there is no need to develop 

further stormwater management programs. 

Changes in loading estimates from previous year(s) 

Reserved.  This review/evaluation will be completed when the county-wide pollutant loading estimate is 

completed and will be included in next year’s report. 

Identification of areas within MS4 that should be targeted for additional programs 

At this time, no specific area of Ocean Ridge’s MS4 contributing area appears to require additional programs. 
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Water Quality Trend Graphs 
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REVIEW OF LOCAL CODES ‐ OCEAN RIDGE

CODE 

SECTION
TITLE DESCRIPTION REVIEWED

RECOMMENDED 

IMPROVEMENTS

67‐33

Drainage, required; 

swales; construction 

of driveways

New construction of single or multifamily buildings, 

or any other new building made on any lot within the 

town or any addition of or removal of fill or grade 

alteration on a lot shall require a drainage system 

adequate to detain, retain and transport volumes of 

runoff as may be regulated from time to time by 

federal, state and county laws and regulations and 

this Code.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

67‐138 Drainage

In addition to meeting the requirements of this land 

development code, the design and performance of 

all stormwater management systems shall comply 

with applicable federal and state regulations and 

requirements of the South Florida Water 

Management District. In all cases, the strictest of the 

applicable standards shall apply.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

63.56

Concept 

Development Plan 

Review

All development related to a single‐ or two‐family 

structure that is for new development or 

construction that increases the size of the current 

structure by more than 50 percent or where such 

construction costs more than 50 percent of the 

existing structure shall be required to submit the 

development/construction/site plans to the planning 

and zoning commission for review.

NEW 

(11‐6‐2017)

66‐43

Maintenance of 

privately 

owned stormwater 

management 

systems

All privately owned stormwater management 

systems that discharge into the 

town's stormwater management system are 

responsible for establishing and implementing an 

effective maintenance program.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

66‐42
Requirements for 

monitoring

The building official may require any person engaging 

in any activity or owning any property, building or 

facility (including but not limited to a site of industrial 

activity) to undertake such reasonable monitoring of 

any discharge(s) to the stormwater system and to 

furnish periodic reports

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.



66‐79 Illicit connections

No person may maintain, use or establish any direct 

or indirect connection to the stormwater system that 

results in any discharge in violation of this article. 

This prohibition is retroactive and applies to 

connections made in the past, regardless of whether 

made under a permit, or other authorized, or 

whether permissible under laws or practices 

applicable or prevailing at the time the connection 

was made.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

66‐98 Notification of spills

As soon as any person has knowledge of any 

discharge to the stormwater system in violation of 

this article, such person shall immediately notify the 

building official by telephone, and if such person is 

directly or indirectly responsible for such discharge, 

then such person shall also take immediate action to 

ensure the containment and clean up of such 

discharge and shall confirm such telephone 

notification in writing to the building official, at 

mailing address, within three calendar days.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

63‐71 Comprehensive Plan

The town commission shall adopt 

a comprehensive plan in accordance with F.S. ch. 163 

and appropriate administrative rules. It shall do so 

only after a public hearing and recommendation by 

the planning and zoning commission. Article III of this 

chapter specifies further procedures for both bodies.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

63‐52

Minor development 

application and site 

plan requirements

Applications for a minor development shall conform 

to the requirements of Chapter 67, pertaining to 

buildings, and such administrative requirements as 

may be specified by the administrative official.

MODIFIED 

11‐6‐2017

63‐56

Concept 

development plan 

review

All development related to a single‐ or two‐family 

structure that is for new development or 

construction that increases the size of the current 

structure by more than 50 percent or where such 

construction costs more than 50 percent of the 

existing structure shall be required to submit the 

development/construction/site plans to the planning 

and zoning commission for review. A 

developer/applicant shall be required to submit all 

documents/plans, as set forth in the development 

action form, prior to being heard by the planning and 

zoning commission. The planning and zoning 

commission shall use the review criteria as set forth 

herein when reviewing site plans.

NEW 

(11‐6‐2017)



63‐51 (b) Types of applications

Minor and major developments.  If a development 

permit application is in conformance with the 

comprehensive plan, zoning district regulations and 

subdivision requirements, they shall follow the 

procedures stated in this code.

MODIFIED 

11‐6‐2017

1‐3 Definitions

Words, terms and phrases, when used in this Code, 

shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this 

Code, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning.

MODIFIED 

11‐6‐2017

66‐36 Purpose and intent

The purpose and intent of this article is to promote 

the health, safety and general welfare of the 

inhabitants of the town. This article is intended to 

comply with federal and state law and regulations 

regarding water quality.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

66‐169 Exemptions

The provisions of sections 66‐162 through 66‐

170 shall not apply to any lands used for bona fide 

scientific research, including, but not limited to 

research on the effects of fertilizer use on urban 

stormwater, water quality, agronomics, or 

horticulture.

X
No revisions to 

code at this time.

66‐1 (c)  General Provisions

Pervious area.  At least 25 percent of any lot area 

shall be maintained in a natural or landscaped state 

pervious to rainfall in order to recharge the aquifer 

and otherwise minimize runoff. See article IV of this 

chapter for plant material details.

X

Change of pervious 

area requirements 

from 25% to 35%

NOTE: All stormwater management systems shall comply with applicable federal and 

state regulations and requirements of the South Florida Water Management District.


